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PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS 
Grievance 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.33 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Health and is 
about Peel Health Campus. However, it is important to concur with the Premier’s brief ministerial statement and 
recognise that today is Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. Today is a very important day for those 
women and families who have lost children in, unfortunately, very difficult circumstances such as miscarriage and 
the like. It is important to recognise that day today. 

My grievance today is once again to the Minister for Health and relates to Peel Health Campus. Unfortunately, 
time and again, I have had the misfortune of raising this issue with the government and the Minister for Health to 
reinforce the fact that our hospital matters a great deal. Clearly, the government is not getting the message. Time 
and again, the Liberal Party has come into this place and put on the record the constraints within our local hospital, 
and time and again the Minister for Health has done absolutely nothing about it. It has taken constant pressure in 
this Parliament, constantly raising this issue in grievances, in questions and in speeches with this health minister, 
but he still refuses to acknowledge that there is anything wrong with our hospital. In fact, time and again he comes 
back with the usual glib spin that this government is putting patients first, so on and so forth, and that it is only the 
Labor government that invests in our hospital. Once again, I expect the same response from the minister. There is 
no original thought from this government when it comes to responding to the acute needs of the people of the Peel 
region, in my district of Dawesville, in the district of Murray–Wellington and in the district of Mandurah, who are 
reliant on our local hospital. We are so reliant on our local hospital because the region has a population that is one of 
the oldest per capita in the state, and there is a very, very high demand for health services, particularly for older people 
who in some cases have very difficult illnesses and diseases, which are sometimes terminal. There is a high reliance 
on the services provided at our local hospital. 

Time and again we come into this place and ask the government to provide immediate investment in our hospital 
and time and again we continue to be ignored by this government. The community has tried everything to make this 
government realise that Peel Health Campus matters, that Mandurah, Murray–Wellington and the district of Dawesville 
matter, and that the people in those communities matter. But, unfortunately, the government continues to ignore us 
every single time we raise it in this place. I do not understand how this minister can continue to suggest, “Oh, well, 
don’t worry, the Labor Party has added eight waiting bays and that will fix it. Oh, well, we should continue to wait 
for the contract to expire with Ramsay in 2023 before we’ll look at getting to it. Oh, well, don’t worry, there’re still 
other services provided in south metro.” That is not good enough for my community. That is not good enough for 
the people of Dawesville, Mandurah and Murray–Wellington who a couple of weeks ago had to wait for ambulances 
to arrive because all of them were ramped at Peel Health Campus and they had to wait for ambulance crews from 
Rockingham to respond. That is not good enough for the people who have a heart attack and have to wait for an 
ambulance, sometimes in very difficult circumstances. No cardiothoracic services are available at Peel Health 
Campus. No services are available to ensure that someone’s pacemaker is diagnosed. There are no diagnostic services 
at Peel Health Campus. Everyone who comes in with a cardiothoracic issue has to go to Rockingham General 
Hospital or Fiona Stanley Hospital. There is not enough space in our hospital to deal with the increased demand 
for services. Time and again when we raise this issue, this government says nothing, does nothing and acts with 
no integrity, with no intention of helping the people of my community. It acts with no foresight or concern about 
the ongoing and future needs of our local hospital. 

I do not understand why we have to continue to fight for our hospital so much in this place. There was a community 
rally two years ago, demanding more investment from this government. The government continues to ignore us at 
every single turn. I expect to see some sort of election campaign blitz in which the government says that it will take 
over Peel Health Campus and that at some point in time it will take it off Ramsay Health Care and that will be the 
solution to fix that hospital. That will not be the solution. The solution is immediate investment in our hospital. I do 
not care who runs the hospital; no-one in our community cares who runs the hospital. Instead, the community wants 
immediate investment in the services provided at the hospital.  

The population of the Peel region has doubled since 1997, yet the hospital’s capacity for adult patients has expanded 
by only five per cent. That is simply not good enough. It reflects the absolute contempt of this government for the 
people of the Peel region. This government has been in office for nearly four years. This issue has been front and 
centre for the minister. When he was in opposition, he recognised the issues at Peel Health Campus, but in office 
he has failed to substantively act to ensure that the hospital is expanded to meet the needs of our community.  

It is fundamentally immoral of this government to continue to ignore the needs of the people of Mandurah, 
Murray–Wellington and Dawesville, and the Peel region more broadly, when this government knows just how parlous 
the circumstances are at our local hospital. The treatment that this government continues to dish out to the people 
of Peel is fundamentally inhumane. It says, “There is nothing to see here. There are no issues, and, by the way, the 
Liberal Party did nothing”—except for the fact that we have given $25 million—“Oh, and, by the way, don’t worry 
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about ambulance ramping. That’s the fault of volunteer ambulance and paramedics crew. Oh, and, by the way, 
other services are provided at Rockingham and at Fiona Stanley Hospital.” It is simply not good enough that people 
sometimes have to travel for hours to get the medical treatment they need at Fiona Stanley Hospital when it should 
be provided in our hospital closer to home. That is simply not good enough when ambulances are ramped and 
every single crew in Mandurah is ramped and unavailable to provide an ambulance, except for one that was sent 
down from Rockingham. That would not stand in any community other than Mandurah. This government continues 
to ignore us at every single turn. I do not accept for a moment, and our community will not accept for a moment, 
this government somehow coming up with an election splash saying that it will fix our hospital when it has had 
four years to do it. This minister and this government treat the people of Mandurah with complete contempt. The 
people of Mandurah see through it and they will make their vote known at the next election, in 149 days. I think it is 
important, and they will exact revenge on this government for the mistreatment, the arrogance and the indifference 
the government has wrought upon the people of Mandurah, Dawesville and Murray–Wellington for which the 
minister should stand condemned and the government should hang its head in shame. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.40 am]: Thank you for the opportunity to speak on this 
grievance this morning. The issue of Peel Health Campus is very important. Member, that was perhaps one of the 
most pathetic performances I have ever seen in this chamber. We have been patient with the member throughout 
all these grievances when we have patiently explained to him that the situation at Peel hospital is of his government’s 
making. He asks what we have done in three and a half years. Member, we have invested more in this hospital than his 
government did in eight and a half years. That sort of pathetic outrage he brings into this place does no credit to this 
chamber and certainly does no credit to his party. I think he should have the courage of his convictions to stand here and 
apologise to the people of Mandurah for his party’s complete neglect of this hospital. He says things like, “You failed to 
substantively act.” I will put my $20 million against his zero dollars for redevelopment any day. If the member for 
Dawesville calls that a failure to substantively act, he is not being honest with himself and he is certainly not being honest 
with the people of Peel. These sorts of Liberal Party lies continue to permeate from the other side; they are a complete 
distortion of history and the truth. The people of Peel will see through the member. They already have when he turned 
one of the safest Liberal Party seats in Western Australia to one of the most marginal. They know about his paper-thin, 
moral, concocted outrage. They know what sort of hopeless wreck of a policy think tank he is. The Liberal Party did not 
do a jot to improve the conditions of the people in Peel in its eight and a half years. Only one government — 
Mr A. Krsticevic: The Morrison government. 
Mr R.H. COOK: — has let down this hospital. As the member for Carine said, the Morrison government has let 
them down and the Barnett Liberal–National government let them down. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): The member for Dawesville was heard in complete silence, so 
I expect the same for the minister. Thank you. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you for the first time. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Carine, remember—not Girrawheen. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I said Carine. 
Mr R.H. COOK: There are many smiling idiots in this place, Acting Speaker, and the member for Carine likes to 
count himself amongst them. However, we are talking about an important issue and that is the health of the people 
in Peel. I am proud that we have invested in this hospital. I am proud that we have said to the people of Peel, 
“You deserve better.” That is an admission that the Liberal government never made during its eight and a half years. 
This pathetic little effort in saying that I somehow blame the ambulance services is just not true, and the member 
deserves to apologise to the people of Peel for what are essentially concoctions and mistruths that he tries to bring 
forward to this place by grieving on it every week. Of course, if he grieves on it every week, all he is doing is using 
the same material week after week. He is not presenting a case that the situation is getting worse. It is actually 
getting better because of us, not because of his government. His government mismanaged this hospital. In the first 
place, his government privatised it. I remember his government doing that in 1994. His government gave it to one 
of the worst hospital managements we have ever seen. It took our activism in opposition to make sure that that 
hospital was running properly and then his government sat on it for eight and a half years and did nothing. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: You are not going to fix it, are you? 
Mr R.H. COOK: What does the Leader of the Opposition think the current $9 million extension to the emergency 
department looks like? What does she think that is? Is that fixing it? I think even in her world that is the start of 
the process. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: You’re so smart. 
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Mr R.H. COOK: It is more than she ever managed when she was on these benches. That is how hopeless and lost 
she is in the wilderness of mistruth and deceit. The other side simply comes forward and says, “You’re not doing 
enough.” But by their own standards, we are doing substantially more than they ever dreamed of. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr R.H. COOK: I will invite the Leader of the Opposition to the opening of the ED next year when it happens just 
prior to the election, so we can demonstrate to her what we are doing. Construction is now going on in that hospital 
that her government never did in eight and a half years. She should go to the opening to apologise to the people 
of Peel because she was hopeless in government. We now have a government that is looking after the people in 
that hospital. 

Is it all good? No, it is not; it takes time to rectify eight and a half years of neglect. It takes time to overcome the 
mismanagement right across her government during both the Court and Barnett eras. It takes time to get this hospital 
working at the level that it should, but we have begun the process. We have begun the process of investment and 
making sure it works better. The emergency department at that hospital is operating significantly better than it ever 
did during her time. We are improving things at that hospital for the people of Peel. Ambulance ramping that the 
member for Dawesville says is rampant, is among some of the best in the state. Their transfer of care times are very 
good. At last, the doctors, nurses, allied health and administrative staff at that hospital are getting a little bit of support 
from the government. We are actually investing money to improve their workplace and increase its capacity and 
making sure we can get this hospital back up and running after eight and a half years of neglect. The member for 
Dawesville comes into this place with his mistruths, deceit and efforts to portray that what has gone on in the last 
three and a half years is not good enough. Those patients he says are being so let down are watching construction 
take place at that hospital today, construction that never happened in the member’s time. Quite frankly, I am proud 
of the work we are doing. 
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